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The information below is being provided to Agency Human Resources personnel for distribution 

to all employees and contains guidance during the COVID-19 State of Emergency. Due to the 

continuously evolving nature of information related to the COVID-19 State of Emergency, the 

information provided in this guideline is subject to change as circumstances change. 

1. What is the purpose of a cloth face covering? 

By wearing a cloth face covering, you protect the people around you if you have the virus but 

are asymptomatic, meaning you do not yet have symptoms. A cloth face covering is not 

intended to protect the wearer, but it may prevent the spread of virus from the wearer to 

others. 

2. When should I wear a cloth face covering? 

CDC recommends wearing cloth face coverings in public settings where other social 

distancing measures are difficult to maintain (e.g., grocery stores and pharmacies) especially 

in areas of significant community-based transmission.  Masks are not a substitute for social 

distancing. 

3. Do I still need to stay at least 6’ away from people if wearing a cloth face covering? 

Yes. Wearing cloth face coverings is an additional public health measure people should take 

to reduce the spread of COVID-19. CDC still recommends that you stay at least 6 feet away 

from other people (social distancing), frequent hand hygiene and other everyday preventive 

actions. This would be especially important if someone is infected but does not have 

symptoms. 
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4. What type of cloth face covering should be worn? 

Cloth face coverings can be made from household items or made at home from common 

materials at low cost. See CDC instructions for how to make a face covering including a no-

sew option: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-

coverings.html 

 

Cloth face coverings should be routinely washed depending on the frequency of use.  

5. Who should not wear cloth face coverings? 

Cloth face coverings should not be placed on young children younger than 2 years of age, 

anyone who has trouble breathing, or is unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to 

remove the cover without assistance. 

6. Why should I wear a cloth face covering instead of a medical grade facemask? 

Surgical masks and N95 respirators are in short supply and should be reserved for healthcare 

workers or other medical first responders, as recommended by CDC guidance. 

 

Additional information on making and wearing a homemade cloth face covering can be 

found at the CDC website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-

sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html 
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